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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Joyce D. Lopes 

Winter  Newsletter 

Happy New Year to our Members and Friends! 

 

It has been said that Historic Preservation is the Oldest Form of 
Recycling. With that said, I’d like to welcome you to the New 
Bedford Preservation Society’s first ―Green Newsletter.‖  
 
We at NBPS are planning new and exciting educational pro-
grams to educate consumers on the benefits of owning a historic 
or vintage home, the merits of restoration using sensitive and 
recycled materials and the resources available to do so. With this 
initial ―Green Issue,‖ we bring you the first of many stories 
which will hopefully inspire homeowners in their quest for items 
needed to begin or continue their restoration projects.  
 
In upcoming issues we plan to present more articles about recy-
cling and restoration. We invite our readers to submit anecdotes 
for two new columns – ―Dumpster Diving‖ and ―I’ve Gone 
Green.‖ We want you to share your experiences in salvaging 
architectural elements or using other reclaimed materials in your 
restoration efforts. Although we at NBPS do not promote the 
actual diving into dumpsters, we realize that the term has come 
to be synonymous with retrieving and salvaging items discarded 
by others.  
 
It’s a New Year and hopefully a new movement away from be-
ing such a disposable-driven society. As part of going green, we 
will be offering our newsletter on line to those members who 
would prefer that form of communication. For those of you 
who either do not communicate by email or still wish to have a 
hard copy mailed to you, we are happy to oblige.  
 
Stay tuned for more details on upcoming programs now in the 
planning stages: society plaque and elm awards; historic pro-
gramming to benefit the *Louis O. St. Aubin Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund; a Historical Cemetery Tour in October; and our 18th 
Annual Holiday House Tour December 5 and 6th. Please call 
the society office (508-997-6425) if you’re interested in volun-
teering on the tour committee or opening your historic home 
for this event. 
 
*We welcome donations to the fund, which can be made payable to the soci-
ety and mailed to P. O. Box 1618, New Bedford, MA 02741. We hope 
to begin scholarship awards this spring. 

Back 
in th
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ay! 

 

Does anyone know of any Sears homes in the Greater New Bedford area?   

February 2009 
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AHA! NIGHTS & CITY CELEBRATES:  
 

Save the dates— the second Thursday of each month—for the FREE celebration of arts and culture in Downtown New Bedford.  

We thank local historian and society past president Bruce Barnes for providing these outstanding AHA! programs in 2008: 

 

May 8—―Changing Facades—New Bedford in 1892 and New Bedford Today‖ to an enthusiastic audience at the Y.W.C.A. Standish 

House.  Using the concept of ―repeat photography,‖ Bruce paired images from the volume “New Bedford Illustrated, 1892” with contempo-

rary photographs to highlight issues in architecture, history and preservation.  All enjoyed the spirited discussion and remembrances 

which followed the presentation. 

August 28—Trolley Tour to many of New Bedford’s historic textile mill sites on ―City Celebrates‖ Night.  A long line of eager tour-

goers filled to capacity the first trolley, which left Custom House Square at 6 p.m.  Bruce was kind enough to lead a second tour to ac-

commodate the many additional folks who wanted to attend.  The tour highlighted the city’s textile mill sites, which were some of the 

most important centers of textile production in the world at the industry’s peak in the early 1900s.  The legacy of this long and eventful 

history continues to affect the city today in profound ways.  

September 11—In collaboration with the Rotch-Jones-Duff House and Garden Museum, Bruce led a guided walking tour of the West of 

County Street Historic District, as the society’s contribution to AHA’s ―Night of Walking Tours.‖ 

THE 2009 AHA! CALENDAR (www.ahanewbedford.org) 

JANUARY 8  "NB Beginnings" – This evening continues the positive narrative of our cultural city and explores the coming year of 

  art, history and architecture.. 

FEBRUARY 12  "Lincoln 200"– Celebrating the 200th birthday of this remarkable President. 

MARCH 12   "It's Elemental AHA! Night" - A night exploring how the elements of earth, fire, air, water, wood and metal are used 

  to create art. 

APRIL 9   “Emergence‖– A spring celebration of emerging artists including exhibits by UMass Dartmouth CVPA graduates, the 

  New Bedford Public Schools, and the Greater New Bedford Earth Eve Celebration 

MAY 14   "NB Seen" – Documenting the changing façade and street scapes of New Bedford. 

JUNE 11   "Walking Tours" – Walk the cobblestone streets and learn the fascinating stories of downtown New Bedford. 

JULY 9   “Kid's Rule” - spotlights local youth talent with a creative participatory activities and performances.   

AUGUST 13  “NB Cultures" celebrates the cultures and traditions of New Bedford.  

SEPTEMBER 10  “Port - Past, Present, and Future” – Discover the illustrious history of the New Bedford sea port and future devel-

  opments of the area. 

OCTOBER 8  "Storytellers AHA! Night" – Tall tales, fables and favorite books are the focus of this AHA! night. 

NOVEMBER 12  “The Artistic Environment of the Southcoast” - This evening will focus on the environment in which art is created 

  and presented galleries, museums and the creative economy of the Southcoast. 

DECEMBER 10  “AHA! Holiday Shopping” - Highlighting the hand-made, unique and independent boutiques that make downtown 

  shopping such a delight. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF  
OFFICERS —SEPTEMBER 22 
Held at the newly opened Wamsutta Place, the new slate of officers and directors was elected.  Bruce Barnes presented a talk on the city’s 

historic mills, many of which were visited on the August 22 trolley tour.  Board member and New Bedford Preservation Planner Anne 

Louro provided an overview of the city’s recent Historic Mill Inventory Project.  A brief reception followed along with a look at the adap-

tive reuse of the historic Wamsutta Mills as the ―Lofts at Wamsutta Place.‖  We welcome newly seated board members Gil Cardona-

Erazo, Janine da Silva, Marc Leblanc, Jill Maclean,  Boyd A. Rourke and Louise Wheeler, as we bid fond farewell to Robert Finn-Clarke 

and Bruce Barnes and thank them for their years of service on the board.  

http://www.ahanewbedford.org
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TOUR COMMITTEE WRAP-UP 
Co-chairs Mark P. Fuller and Diana Henry 

For several years the NBPS had been wanting to produce a House of Worship Tour, showcasing the architectural marvels throughout the 

city. Working from a walking tour brochure specifically created back in the 1990’s for houses of worship, we chose our inaugural tour to 

be clustered along County Street.  Entitled ―Architectural Splendor –Built on Faith,‖  it included the following churches:  St Lawrence 

Martyr, Bethel A.M.E., Trinity United Methodist, First Unitarian, Grace Episcopal and St . John the Baptist.  Thank you to several of the 

churches who provided music and their own special tour guides and to Reverend Lima of the Inter-church Council. 

Also included on the tour was the city’s signature house museum, the Rotch-Jones-Duff 

House and Garden Museum, affectionately called the ―RJD.‖  With June being the traditional 

wedding month, the RJD provided a wonderful backdrop for a vintage wedding gown exhibit 

featuring 100 years of  fashion from 1905-2005. Board mem-

bers and friends of NBPS opened their cedar chests and 

trunks for the first time in decades and provided family heir-

loom dresses for the exhibit with a total of 26 in all. 

Special thanks to Marguerite Ignacio, Diane Berube, Cathy 

and Wendy Potter-daSilva, Diana Henry, Fernanda Gon-

salves, John Masson, Marie Sullivan, Kathy Barnes, Doris 

Ring, Joyce Lopes, Kim Bettencourt, Natalie (Fuller) Martins, Mark P. Fuller, CIRCA Vintage Clothing 

and Carol Soenksen (for the donation of Mrs. Turcotte’s 1905 gown).  The RJD received many compli-

ments on the exhibit since it was up before and after the tour date. 

The tour was followed up by an Ice Cream Social on the porch of the Wamsutta Club with gourmet cup-

cakes donated by The Artisan Kitchen and ice cream provided by A la Carte Catering and was thor-

oughly enjoyed by all.  Special thanks are extended to our generous Raffle Donors and to the Wamsutta Club for offering the delicious 

pre-tour brunches and serving as tour headquarters for both the June House of Worship Tour and December Holiday Tour. 

 

O 
ur holiday house tour was another  success. The weather held out for us 

again this year .  With nine beautifully decorated private homes as well as 

the RJD,  this year’s tour properties were all within  comfortable walking 

distance in the County Street and West of County Street historic districts. 

The styles of the homes were as diverse as the city itself, with homes built 

between 1850 and 1920, from grand Victorian era mansions to an early 20th century Arts and 

Crafts multi-family marvel. 

We thank the homeowners—John Masson and Michel Jodoin, James and Diana Henry, 

Katie Gilfeather, Louisa Ellis, William Pitt, Laura Vaughan, John and Marlene Centeio, 

Louise Wheeler, and William O’Donnell. It was a pleasure to be able to include the RJD 

with their newly restored and returned to their parlors ―Carpenter’s Son‖ painting. 

We had visitors from near and far, with a couple who flew up specifically to New Bedford 

for the tour from Alexandria, Virginia.  The tour was completed by a wonderful homeown-

ers’ party hosted by the Henrys that all enjoyed and was the perfect ending of a perfect 

event. 

The society would like to thank all our volunteers as well as the staff and volunteers from 

the RJD. A special thank you to our NBPS board house captains and a very special thank you to Diana Henry, who had taken the huge 

task of coordinating the almost 200 volunteers along with decorating her home and planning a great after-tour party!!! 
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INDIAN PLACE NAMES OF THE  
SOUTH COAST 
by Bruce Barnes 

 

The Wampanoags were a New England federation of the Eastern 

Algonquian group of North American Indians. The Eastern Algon-

quians resided along the Atlantic coast from the Canadian Maritime 

Provinces to North Carolina. The Wampanoag territory, called Po-

kanoket, stretched from the East Bay of Rhode Island to Cape Cod 

and the Islands.  It included the area that is now Bristol and Ply-

mouth County, Massachusetts. The royal seat of the Wampanoags 

at the time of English settlement of the region was at Sowams and 

Montaup (Mount Hope), which was situated along the west coast of 

Mount Hope Bay in Bristol, Warren and Barrington, Rhode Island, 

as well as in Swansea, Massachusetts. There were at least 30 tribute 

tribes of the federation throughout Pokanoket. In the South Coast 

tribute tribes were in Acoaxet, Apponagansett, Acushnet, Sconticut, 

Sippican and Agawam, to name a few. 

 

The Algonquian dialects were not written and had no alphabet. It 

was an oral tradition only. Translations and dictionaries, beginning 

with Roger Williams’ book written in 1643 were a European at-

tempt to organize and understand this tradition.  As a result spell-

ings and meanings vary greatly. Many of the Wampanoag place 

names as we know them today may bear little resemblance to their 

original native sound. The colonists’ interpretation of the language 

and the subsequent transcription of those sounds into an English 

alphabet caused an unknown degree of change, particularly with the 

extinction of the Wampanoag dialect in the early 1800s. A number 

of terms appear to be almost universal in the lexicon of many of the 

Algonquian dialects. Some examples are ―Pocasset,‖ ―Agawam‖ and 

―Shawmut.‖  These terms with their variant spellings appear as 

place names throughout New York and New England. Although 

there was this apparent similarity in words and meanings within 

dialects, according to historical accounts, verbal communication 

between tribes was often difficult. The adjacent Narragansett fed-

eration shared many similarities in terminology with the Wampano-

ags and John C. Huden in his comprehensive dictionary published 

in 1962 attributes many terms in Wampanoag lands to Narragansett 

origins.  

 

All of the Indian languages of southern New England are now ex-

tinct although there is some effort to try to revive them. There is a 

population Micmac of northern Maine and eastern Canada that 

still speak their dialect of the Eastern Algonquian language.  

 

By the time of the Pilgrim settlement at Plymouth, the Native 

American population had already been decimated by European 

plagues, probably small pox. It is generally accepted that 

Squanto, the great benefactor of the Pilgrims during their first 

of years in the New World was the sole surviving member of 

the Pawtuxet tribute tribe that was located there. Population 

estimates at the time of the Pilgrim landing range greatly from 

30,000 to 100,000 throughout New England. Pre-Columbian 

(before 1492) estimates range into the hundreds of thousands. 

Some scholars have speculated that as many as 90 percent of 

New England’s Indians succumbed to European diseases by 

1600. The King Philip War of 1675-1676 further decimated 

and dispersed the Native population which led to the tragic 

dissolution of tribal tradition, identity and language. 

 

The list of terms ( page 5) covers only those areas on the South 

Coast and adjacent inland areas such as Lakeville, Rochester 

and Assonet. The one familiar term which was difficult to find 

was ―Winnsegansett‖ in Fairhaven. My thanks to the staff of 

the Millicent Library for referring me to Mr. Donald Smith 

who offered the meaning of this term. 
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Indian Name Location Definition 

Acoaxet Westport Place of small fields, 
fishing promontory 

Acushnet, Acushena Acushnet, N.B. At the cove, wet place 

Agawam Wareham Lowlands along the water 

Antassawamock Mattapoisett Place of shell heaps 

Apponagansett Dartmouth At the place of traps 
where little waters enter 
big waters 

Apponequet Lakeville Sitting or waiting place 

Assawompsett Lakeville The great inland water, at 
the place of white stones 

Assonet Freetown At the rock (Dighton 
Rock) 

Aucoot Marion Small cove 

Cohannet Taunton At the pine place 

Copicut Fall River Place of refuge 

Cromessett Wareham Fishing place, deserted 
place 

Kikimuit Swansea,  
Warren, RI 

The path or place where 
the otter passes 

Masquinnipash Rochester Native name for Mary's 
Pond 

Mattapoisett Mattapoisett Resting Place, at the edge 
of the cove 

Mishaum Dartmouth A neck where it is windy 

Misquitucket Wareham Red brook (to Buttermilk 
Bay) 

Montaup Bristol, RI Lookout place 

Nasketucket Fairhaven At the end of the tidal 
stream 

Nokatay New Bedford First island, where the 
channel splits 

Nonquitt Dartmouth Dry or landing place 

Noquechoke Westport, Dartmouth Soft earth place 

Onset Wareham At the sandy place 

Paskamansett Dartmouth At the fork in the path, 
miry meadow place 

Indian Name Location Definition 

Pocasset Tiverton, RI,  
Westport 

Where the stream wid-
ens 

Pocksha Lakeville Where he turns aside 

Potomska Dartmouth Round rock 

Poughkeeste Buzzard's Bay, Sandwich Bay with coves 

Quequechan Fall River Very swift current, fal-
ling river 

Quittacus Lakeville Long brook, red rocks 

Sakonnet Little Compton, RI, 
Westport 

Rocky outlet 

Sassaquin New Bedford Cranberries, possibly a 
chief's name, Black 
Feather 

Sconticut Fairhaven At the end of the 
crooked stream 

Segreganset Dighton Place of hard rocks, 
outlet of the river 

Shawomet Somerset (Other loca-
tions as well) 

At the neck, canoe land-
ing place 

Sippican Marion Long or gravelly stream 

Snipatuit Rochester At the rocky river 

Sowams Swansea, Barrington & 
Warren, RI 

Southwest place 

Tihonet Wareham At the place of the 
Crane and Bittern 

Titicut Taunton River The great tidal river 

Touissett Swansea Fording place 

Wampanoag East Bay, RI,  
Southeastern MA 

Coastal or eastern peo-
ple 

Watuppa Fall River Roots to be used in 
sewing 

Weweantic Wareham Crooked streem 

Winnetuxet Mattapoisett At the good brook or 
river 

Winnsegansett Fairhaven Good knife (as in 
(place?) for shucking 
shellfish) 
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INDIAN NAME WORD JUMBLE 

SOLUTION ON PAGE 9 

CORPORATE PARTNERS: 
 

ITALIANATE:    

 Joyce D. Lopes Realty  

 

GREEK REVIVAL: 

 Cape Cod Antique Restoration, 2235 Cranberry Highway, West Wareham 

 Jack Conway & Co.  

 mediumstudio  

 New Bedford Thread Co., Inc.  

 Rex Monumental Works  

 Jeffrey P. Sanders, Esq., 13 Hamilton Street, New Bedford 

 Sylvia & Company Insurance Agency, Inc. 

http://www.joycedlopesrealty.com
http://www.jackconway.com
http://www.mediumstudio.com
http://www.newbedfordthread.com
http://www.rexmonuments.com
http://www.sylviainsurance.com
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WELCOME NEW/RENEWED MEMBERS 

Individual: 
Ms. Priscilla Amorin 

Mr. Ed Baldwin 
Ms. Nancy Jane Bernardo 

Ms. Lucy A. Bly 
Ms. Emily Cobb 

Ms. Nancy Crosby 
Mr. Mark Fuller 
Mr. Stuart Hardy 

Mr. Stephen L. Kelleher, AIA 
Mrs. Lee M. Loranger 

Ms. Jill Maclean 
Mrs. Rita Mendes 

Mrs. Elizabeth Isherwood Moore 
Ms. Linda Morad 
Mr. James J. Perry 

Mrs. Patrick Sparrow  
Mrs. George A Steele, Jr. 

Patron: 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Barnes 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Allison 
Dr. and Mrs. Alexander Altschuller 
Benjamin B. and Deborah A. Baker 

Peter M. DeWalt 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Dias  

Rev. John Douhan 
Messrs. Robert and David Finn-Clarke 

Mr. D. Lloyd Macdonald 
Mr. Christopher J. McKeon 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry W. Perry 

Mrs. Pauline Teixeira 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Truscott 

Mr. Barry Wing 
 

Contributing: 
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Bullard 

Mr. Arthur J. Gartaganis 
Dr. and Mrs. J. Greer McBratney 

Mr. Pierre Celio Tremblay 
 

Associate: 
Ms. Janine da Silva 
Ms. Lauren Francis 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Keith, III 
Mr. William W. Kenney 

Mr. Robert Murphy 
Paul & Dixon Insurance Co. 

Ms. Natalie C. Phillips 
Tom Puryear 

Mr. and Mrs. Terrence E. Reideler 
Dr. Jules R. Ryckebusch 

Dr. and Mrs. Gilbert Shapiro 
Mr. David G. Sullivan 

Ms. Marie L. Sullivan  
Ms. Anna Surma & Mr. John Aumann 

Mr. Neal Weiss  
Dr. John S. Wolkowicz 

 
Family: 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Antonell 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman R. Beauregard 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Beck 
Mr. and Mrs Arthur Bennett 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter E. Berthiaume 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bordas  

Mrs. Diane Brodeur 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Canasta 

Mr. Gilberto Cardona-Erazo &  
Mr. Roger Labbe 

Family (cont’d): 
Mr. and Mrs. John Caron  
Maureen & Allen Decker 

Ellen Eichorn &  
Howard Munoz-Bennett 

The Hon. & Mrs. Armand Fernandes, Jr.  
Ms. Jane Gonsalves &  
Mrs. Fern Gonsalves 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hathaway 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jacobsen 

Laurel & David L. Jonas 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Kramer  
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Leblanc  
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Martins 

Mr. Michel J. Jodoin &  
Mr. John R. Masson 

Marsha and Robert McCabe 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Potter, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Reed 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Roderiques 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Rose 
Messrs. Paul Santos &  

Christopher Eramo 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Saulnier 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Saulniers 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund M. Tavares 
The Honorable John &  

Rosemary Tierney 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Tomasik 

Mrs. Maryann Vandal 
Mr. and Mrs. John P. West 

 
Individual (cont’d): 

Mr. Richard Sylvia  
Ms. Anne Webb 

Mr. Colin Williams 
Mr. Lindsey C. Williams 

Mrs. Anthony Zane 
Ms. Linda Zieper 

 
Senior: 

Mrs. Constance Aiello 
Dr. Justus D. Anderson 
Ms. Joanne A. Armanetti 

Ms. Beverly Arruda 
Mrs. Richard A. Bachand 
Mrs. Lucille M. Barbero 

Ms. Diane A. Berube 
Ms. Norma L. Bosse 

Mrs. Lawrence D. Brownell 
Mrs. Armand Cabral 
Mrs. Barbara Caron 

Ms. Joyce Marie Casey 
Ms. Sharon Clifford 

Mr. Frederick D. Cole 
Ms. Hannah Diozzi 
Mrs. Joan C. Doyon 

Ms. Judith Drinkwater 
Ms. Geraldine Frates 

Mrs. G. Kenneth Garrett 
Mrs. Joseph Giusti 

Ms. Norma Hannon  
Mr. Warren L. Ide 
Ms. Norma Judson 

Rev. Richard A. Kellaway 
Mrs. Rosemary P. Lucas 
Ms. Violet P. Maguire 
Ms. Anna T. McGlynn 
Ms. Irene A. Medeiros 
Ms. Anne P. Mitchell 
Mrs. Rose L. Murphy 

Mr. Allan Curtis Nordgren 
Ms. Ellen Perry 

Mrs. Eleanor Phillips 
Mr. William Pitt 

Ms. Barbara Queen 
Mrs. Doris P. Ring 

Ms. Laurie Robertson-Lorant 
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GOING GREEN WITH  
ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES 
by Mark P. Fuller 

 

Long before it was in vogue to ―Go Green‖ by recycling, NBPS 

Board members were using salvaged architectural elements in 

their home building and remodeling projects. For some it was  

including the real period detail to a newly constructed home,  for 

others it was the financial savings and still for others it was re-

placing bad, worn out or missing features in an historic home.  

All will agree that the rewards are numerable. Oh and the stories 

make for great party chat. 

 

In 1994, current NBPS President Joyce Lopes and her husband 

Ted were ready to purchase their dream historic home.  Unfortu-

nately at the time the market didn’t have anything that fit their 

particular needs.  After a daunting and unsuccessful house hunt, 

their decision changed to building a new house rather than pur-

chasing an old one, but not just any new house, a new ―OLD‖ 

house.   With Joyce in the real estate profession, she came upon 

an ideal location to build - a large wooded lot in nearby Acushnet.  

After browsing the dozens of plans available, they chose to de-

sign their own 1860’s Gothic Revival style cottage (Joyce’s favor-

ite style), which would be perfect on the woodland setting of the 

lot. Working with their builder, they insisted on bringing as much 

real historic charm to the new home as possible. The fun task was 

finding just the right antique architectural items for the home and 

the stories that go along with each item. Some of the pieces came 

from ―Olde Bostonian Salvage‖ in Boston, New England Demo 

and Salvage in Wareham (now located on Cove Street in the 

South End of New Bedford). Their home includes many pieces 

from New Bedford’s past.  Part of their butler’s pantry was actu-

ally found in storage in a West End cellar.  It had been removed 

years earlier for a modern kitchen remodeling. They have sev-

eral fireplace mantles in the home.  In a guest bedroom is one 

from a ―Russell House,‖ and in the library the marble hearth of 

the fireplace was once the lunch counter of a long ago closed 

downtown New Bedford eatery.   Other reclaimed items in-

clude wainscoting, interior columns, leaded glass windows and 

the iron gate to their front walkway.  Even their king size bed 

didn’t escape the recycling bedbug.  The head board was for-

mally a gothic gable vergeboard, now very ―shabby chic ― since 

being hung on the wall! 

 

For new board member Marc Leblanc and his wife Jen, home-

ownership led them to a 1909 gable end gambrel house in the 

city’s North End . The modest house, built and owned by a 

prominent French contractor, had been remodeled numerous 

times in the 100 years since its construction. The kitchen, 

which had been relocated in the house, was a non-descript, 

poorly functioning room with bad cabinets. 

 

Since all their money was being used on restoring the exterior, 

their hopes for a new kitchen was years away. That was until 

friends were remodeling their own kitchen and had removed all 

the oak cabinetry from a 1980’s remodel. They graciously of-

fered the cabinets to Marc and Jen rather than send them to 

the land fill. The price was right since they were free, and the 

retrofitted cabinets look great in the house, though there are 

still plans to remodel the kitchen with a more period, correct 

style sometime in the future.  Marc is always on the lookout for 

architectural items when driving in his pickup truck.  He has 

picked up an ornate front door from a demolished house on 

Allen Street, now the back door to his, as well as the entire 

front door and side lights from a house being renovated on 

Priscilla Street.  Marc has never been shy to admit he loves 

dumpster diving.  Way to go Marc!! 

 

In 2001, current board member Anne Louro and her contrac-

tor husband Jeff embarked on the adventure of  a lifetime by 

purchasing the most rundown house on one of the nicest 

streets in the West End. The Gideon Allen House 1890, 

though lived in until sold, had not been kept up in years. Al-

most everything needed repair.  Found in the attic was an origi-

nal, exterior elevation blueprint of the front of the house. De-

tail of the blueprint showed the architect chose fancy saw-cut 

Dumpster Diving . . . .  
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shingles for the exterior wall fabric.  Evidently the original 

owner chose not to use shingles and opted for more simple 

clapboard.   While reading the newspaper, Anne noticed an ad 

for leftover, unused fancy cut shingles. They were able to pur-

chase them at a fraction of the cost the previous owner had 

paid, actually as Anne states, ―they were almost free.‖  Today 

it’s hard to remember what the house looked like when pur-

chased eight years ago.  The extensive restoration is almost 

complete.  I’m sure the architect is looking down on the house 

and smiling, since his original design finally came to fruition, 

thanks to the purchase of salvaged items. 

 

In my younger days, I was involved in both community and 

college theater.  As the primary set designer and builder, it was 

always necessary to create the perfect interior set for a period 

style play (―Gaslight‖ had a newel post gas fixture, reminiscent 

of the ones in Scarlett O’Hara’s Atlanta house).  While some 

designers rely on painted backdrops, that was not an option for 

me.  Since artistic painting is not one of my talents, I had to 

rely on real architectural details.  My search locations for archi-

tectural items included flea markets, yard sales and antiques 

shops.  The hunt was always on for a usable bargain item that 

could complete the stage design. Thus began my interest in 

purchasing architectural antiques. 

 

When it came time to do the renovation of my circa 1856 

home, I of course had to build into it some of my treasures. 

The room that was to be my dining room was very plain.  

There was no detail at all with the exception of door and win-

dow moldings. Wanting a room more decorative, I installed an 

Egyptian Revival style mantle that was given to me from a rela-

tive.  The mantle came from the old Braley estate on Acushnet 

Avenue, demolished in the 1960’s.  Also, in a space where an 

unused stove chimney had been removed, a china closet was 

installed, using a pair of cupboard doors from a Newport 

apartment house and plate glass shelves purchased from the 

fixtures sale from the old Star Store.  In the bath an old dining 

room sideboard was retrofitted with a cultured marble sink to 

become a one-of-a-kind vanity. 

 

With my home for sale and hopes to embark on another great 

restoration project, I still can’t pass up a good architectural 

antique that could possibly be used in the next house. Currently 

stored in my cellar are a pair of eight-foot porch columns 

(from the WHALE Auction in the 80’s), a traditional 1920’s 

mantle, several marble clock mantels and iron brackets, four 

pairs of glass tenement china cabinet doors (purchased in Bos-

ton); a pair of leaded glass cabinet doors; a large pair of wood 

pocket doors (discarded by a neighbor); numerous light fixtures 

with styles ranging from Victorian gasoliers to 1930’s deco 

inspired wall sconces.  Also there is a large terracotta chimney 

pot.  (Remember the demolished chimney that was replaced 

with a china cabinet in my dining room?)   

 

So as you can see, there are many ways to ―Go Green‖ and 

recycle wonderful architectural antiques. 

 

If you have a story you’d like to share with our membership on 

the topic of using architectural antiques, please write to us.  

Also how about your best ―dumpster diving‖ treasure.  Let’s 

hear if you’ve gotten better items than Marc Leblanc.  Look for 

our new feature in upcoming newsletters. 

Indian Names Solved 
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As the society continues to grow, we rely on 
a strong membership.  We encourage and ask 
for your continued support.   
 

Kindly check the membership expiration date on your mailing 
label and reply with this form, should it be time for you to 
renew.  
 
Please clip and mail this section with your name, address, 
phone number and payment to N.B.P.S., P. O. Box 1618, 
New Bedford, MA 02741.  Thank you. 

      
      INDIVIDUAL(S) 

 Senior*/Student $15 

 Individual  $20 

 Family/Dual $30 

 Associate  $40 

 Contributing $75 

 Patron               $100 
                   *age 59 or over  

             CORPORATE PARTNER 

•   Greek Revival            $100 

•   Italianate            $250 

•   Georgian Revival          $500 

•   Queen Anne                     $1,000 

•   Octagon                 $2,500 

•   Gothic                 $5,000 

 
 
Name:  
  
 
Address:   
 
 
City/State/Zip: 
 
 
Phone: 
 
E-mail address:  
 
Can you volunteer?   

Please Join Us   
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New Bedford Preservation Society 
P. O. Box 1618 
New Bedford, MA 02741 
 

 

www.nbpreservationsociety.org ~ 388 County Street, New Bedford ~ p/f 508.997.6425 

  Society Mission:  to heighten awareness, provide education and guidance and promote sensitive restoration and preservation of New Bedford’s fine historic structures and the neighborhoods in which they are located. 

http://www.nbpreservationsociety.org

