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FROM THE  PRESIDENT  

Joyce D. Lopes 

February 2008 Winter  Newsletter 

I t is with great pleasure that I write my first message as this 

yearõs president of the New Bedford Preservation Society. 

I am fortunate to lead an engaged board of directors, many of 

whom have faithfully served the society for a decade or more. I 

truly believe that "Our History is Our Future." That being said, I 

have two specific goals in mind that I hope to accomplish during 

my tenure as president.  

 

My vision for the organization includes expanding our board of 

directors to include a representative from each of our historic 

districts and from various segments of the private and business 

sectors that have a passion for preservation and a vision to 

continue the mission of the New Bedford Preservation Society. 

The mission began in 1974, when a small group of passionate and 

determined young people banded together to try to halt a state 

plan to widen New Bedfordõs premier residential avenue and 

destroy the tall old elm trees that had arched over that street for 

decades. That small group shared in our belief that New Bedford is 

"a grand old city and in need of saving." The society has grown 

into an organization whose ongoing efforts include a Re-Leaf 

program, architectural walking tour brochures, summer walking 

tours, semi-annual house tours, a historic marker program, and 

other efforts, all of which highlight the significance of this cityõs 

incredible architecture, its diverse neighborhoods and extol the 

pride of owning a piece of New Bedfordõs history.  

 

The New Bedford Preservation Society strives to educate the 

community on the importance of historic preservation. It is my 

goal to continue that education process by forming a group of 

consultants who will provide current and future homeowners with 

assistance in researching the history of their property; with options 

for restoration projects; and with the necessary education 

and guidance to help them choose RESTORATION over 

renovation. Our consulting group will include local 

knowledgeable, preservation-minded architects, contractors, 

tradesmen, etc., in addition to board members, volunteers 

and historians. It is my objective that the New Bedford 

Preservation Society in a joint effort with WHALE and the 

New Bedford Historical Society hold at least one symposium 

in the coming year at which we can share our expertise with 

homeowners of historic properties.  

 

As the society encourages the cityõs historic homeowners to 

òpractice preservation,ó we want to bring to an end the idea 

that historic preservation is for the elite and affluent alone. It 

can be (and is) practiced, achieved and enjoyed by people of 

all economic backgrounds. Whether a modest Federal or 

Greek Revival owned by a mill worker or a twenty-room 

Queen Anne or Italianate built for a whaling captain, each 

one of New Bedfordõs old homes and its owners shared 

equally in helping to shape our cityõs rich history.  
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ANNUAL  PLAQUE  & E LM  AWARD 
CEREMONY  
 
On May 17, at its annual ceremony at the downtown library, 
the society was pleased to present its 2007 Elm Award to the 
following recipients.  
 

�x�� Gil Cardona-Erazo and Roger Labbe - 710 County Street 

�x�� Antonio Almeida for craftsmanship and continued 
restoration of the Samuel W. Rodman House Fence Post 

�x�� Rotch-Jones-Duff House and Garden Museum 

�x�� Norman and Adam Buck and Anne Wolfe - 123 Sawyer 
Street (Ropeworks) 

�x�� Bruce and Susan Almeida - 67 Mill Street 

�x�� William Barr and John Vasconcellos - 688 County Street 

�x�� Boyd A. Rourke - 337 Union Street 

�x�� Halkeen LLC - Union Street Loft Properties 

�x�� Patrick M. Bowen - 27 Bethel Street 

�x�� New Bedford Historical Society - 21 Seventh Street 

�x�� Derek and Susan Santos - 334 Union Street 

�x�� Southcoast Hospitals Group, Inc. - 178 Hawthorn Street 

�x�� Spinner Publications for portraying the history of the 
region through their publications and specifically honoring 
Jay Avila for his work recording the historical documents 
of the New Bedford Fire Museum 

YEAR IN  REVIEW  ~ PHOTO  ALBUM  

AHA! N IGHTS :   
The society was pleased to present several programs this past year, 

collaborating with the Rotch-Jones-Duff House and Garden Mu-

seum, who provided the gracious venue for the following programs: 

May 10ñBruce Barnes presented an illustrated lecture òChanging 

Facades,ó which showed the changing trends and styles of architec-

ture in the city over the last two centuries. 

September 13ñJohn Caron conducted a well-attended walking tour 

of the County Street Historic District, stepping off from R-J-D. 

October 11ñBruce Barnes, as a prelude to the Societyõs October 14 

Cemetery Tour, gave an interesting Power Point presentation on 

òThe Art and Symbolism of Gravestonesó to a standing-room only 

audience.  If you missed it, you can read more about this program 

(and others) on line at www.nbpreservationsociety.org. 

25TH  ANNUAL  H OUSE &  
GARDEN  TOUR�³ JUNE  24 
(Properties pictured  here ~ pages 2 and 3) 

We would like to thank the homeowners and volunteers 
who made this tour such a success: 
 

�x�� 334 Union Street Garden of Derek and Susan Santos 

�x�� 163 Ash Street home of Ryan and Sarah Parker 

�x�� 36 Maple Street  

�x�� 22 Stetson Street home of Norman and Brenda Beauregard 

�x�� 8 Maple Street home of Catharine Gilfeather 

�x�� 78 Orchard Street Garden of Jim and Diana Henry 

�x�� 96 Spring Street Garden of John Jablonski; Joan Beaubian 
of the New Bedford Historical Society 

�x�� 83 Spring Street ~ Friends Meeting House 

�x�� Market Street Condominiums ~ Jim Muse 


